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and the new building con
structed in 1922. 

Born September 23, 1913, 
she was just shy of 9 and one 
of 219 students on the roll 
when classes began at the 
old school in Fall 1922. 

Ms. Rode is an astound
ingly independent 99-year
old. She lives on her own, al
though her nephew is nearby, 
p~p~herownsllnpffi 

meals, and crochets ~gu
larly. A full day of activities 
may wear her out, but her 
mind is clear and focused. 

Ms. Rode said she remem
~ well the first day in the 

new Jonah School building. 
It was January 6, 1923, the .. 
sludei1&iiffi day NfCkrrom 
Christmas vacation 
~wndesks, 

and each room had 20 or 24 
desks. They we~ high. We . 
were proud," Ms. Rode said. 
"In the old school, we had to 
sit two to a desk." 

The Jonah School build
ing was a sllnple but sturdy 
structure. It had no electrici
ty ane! no indoor bathrooms. 
It would'be. 1936, another 
13 years, befo~ electrical 
power would make it to Jo
nah. No one is for sure when 
the outhouses were ~placed 

with indoor toilets. 
Ms. Rode remembers a wa

ter fountain in the hallway 
and big pot-belly stoves in 
the corner of the rooms that 
burned coal for heat. Air 
conditioning meant opening 
a window. 

The~ were no yellow 
school buses transporting 
the kids to school. 

Ms. Rode lived five miles 
from Jonah School and get
ting there tneant riding a 
horse or walking. 

The teachers at the time 
boarded at the home of C.G. 
Holmstrom and would walk 
to and from school just as 
the children did, Ms. Rode 
recalled. 

"When we walked, we 
had more fim. The children 
were German, Swede and 
Czech, and we would all try . 
to say our numbers in the 
others' language. It would 
always sound so crazy," said
 
Ms. Rode, who is of German
 

. descent. Her maiden name is
 
Wolbrueck. 

Her family lived the far
thest from the school, and on 
occasion, a Mr. Honeycutt, 
who owned a Model T Ford. 
would give her and her sib
lings a ride as far as he lived. 

"Sometimes it was pretty 
blooming cold," Ms. Rode 
said. 

Changing times 
The 1930s saw the begin

ningofthe~dualdecline 

in Jonah's population. The 
Great Depression took its 
toll on the community, as did 
innovations in farm equip
ment, which lessened the 
demand for farm workers. 

As more people left the 
area, high school students 
were routed to Georgetown. 






